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SITUATION 

OVERVIEW

Sustaining the functionality of maternal 
health services remained a critical 
component of the humanitarian response in 
Afghanistan continuing into 2022 as the 
overall healthcare system suffers due to the 
complexity of the crisis and funding gaps.

The World Health Organization reported that only 
health facilities receiving support from 
humanitarian agencies have been functional since 
the suspension of the Sehatmandi Project. 
However, service delivery in some of the facilities 
are affected by security incidents.

The UNFPA-supported Family Health Houses and mobile 
health teams continued to provide indispensable 
support to the health system, particularly on 
reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent 
health, as well as psychosocial support and protection 
services to crisis-affected population, especially women 
and girls.

Total

affected

population

18.4M*

UNFPA Target 
population

for assistance

1.6M**

Women of reproductive age

384,000
Number 

of adult population (18+)

809,824

Currently

pregnant women*

37,406

12

Live births

in the next 12  months

49,875

Number

of all adolescents (10-19)

400,000
Number

of adolescent girls (10-19)

192,000


Pregnancies

Adolescent girls

*15 per cent (7,481) will experience complications 

In January, the UN launched the Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 
2022, which aims to raise $4.44 billion to address the needs of 22.1 million 
Afghans, including 16.5 million women and children, this year. 

The appeal is the largest that the UN 

has ever made for a single country.

Population

*Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021
**UNFPA Flash Appeal Sept 2021 - Aug 2022
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Through the support of donors and partners, UNFPA reached 
266,346 people across the country with reproductive health 
and protection services during the critical months of 
August to December 2021, despite a myriad of challenges to 
deliver services to the most remote communities.

The services were delivered through UNFPA-supported facilities 
and interventions including the Family Health Houses (FHH), 
Mobile Health and Outreach Teams (MHT/MOT), Midwifery 
Helpline, Youth Health Line, emergency clinics and protection 
centers.

2021 Flash Appeal Round-Up

Over a quarter 
million people 
reached 

August-December

21,363
Family Health

Houses

antenatal care,

skilled birth attendance, 

postnatal care

various service delivery points

33,371
Mobile Health

Team SRH services

106,109
Psychosocial 
counselling

5,354
Midwifery Helpline 
calls assisted

65,155
women reached with survivor-
centered PSS Services

34,994
Youth Health Line 
calls assisted

During the period, UNFPA also 
procured a total of 399 Emergency 
Reproductive Health kits that would 
benefit up to 360,000 people in need 
of reproductive health care. Majority 
of the kits have been distributed to 
various hospitals and clinics, as well 
as to the FHHs and MHTs.

02

SUPPORTED FACILITIES

172
Family Health 


Houses

23
mobile health


teams

4
Emergency


Clinics*

81
Protection 


and psychosocial 

support facilities
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Emergency help 

is a phone call away

Firoza, a 34-year-old mother of five, was rushed from her village of Chesht-
Sherat in Herat Province to a UNFPA-supported Family Health House. She was 
in labour but had developed complications and was in severe pain.

The midwife called the helpline back, explaining Firoza’s critical condition and 
following advice on how to stop the haemorrhage. The new mother of twins 
recovered well, and was closely monitored by Amina and the helpline team 
before being referred to a district hospital for further specialized treatment the 
following morning.

After being treated by staff at the health centre, Firoza was able to give birth safely. But her midwife, Amina, noticed there 
was something different about this delivery – it wasn’t over. Firoza had another baby on the way. 

FHH guidelines advise midwives not to attempt to deliver twins alone, but Firoza’s precarious condition meant it would 
have been too dangerous to transfer her to another facility, and in any case most had closed due to the deteriorating 
security situation. Nervous for the well-being of her patient, Amina quickly picked up the phone and called the Midwifery 
Helpline for support.




Amina was guided through the next birth by helpline staff, successfully delivering Firoza’s surprise second baby. But their 
joy was cut short when Firoza became unwell and started bleeding profusely: she had developed a sudden and severe 
postpartum haemorrhage, which can be lethal if not treated rapidly.
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Italy
6,760,000

United States
5,840,000

Afghanistan

Humanitarian Fund

424,969

Germany
5,681,818

Denmark
4,750,000

United Kingdom
2,653,000

Republic of Korea
2,000,000

EU/DG-ECHO
1,811,000

Norway
1,700,000

Australia
1,433,000

New Zealand
1,040,000

Slovenia
90,000

Funding

received

117%

Funding status
Funding

requirement

$29.2M
Funding

received

$34M

money received Amount in usd (us$)

Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund 424,969

Australia 1,433,000

Denmark 4,750,000

EU/DG-ECHO 1,811,000

Italy 6,760,000

Germany 5,681,818

New Zealand 1,040,000

Norway 1,700,000

Republic of Korea 2,000,000

Slovenia 90,000

United Kingdom 2,653,000

United States 5,840,000United States 5,840,000

TOTAL RECEIVED 34 183 787

For more information, contact:



Dr. Aleksandar Sasha Bodiroza

Representative, UNFPA Afghanistan



E-mail: bodiroza@unfpa.org

as of 31 December 2021
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